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Brazil's biosecurity law
faces legal challenge

Brazil's moay fuhure a4 a biotechmolegy haven
Is in doubt after dabms that 2 bioseoarity
law contrvenes the counlrys constitution.
i Fonteles, the atiorney-general,
has asked lirazil's Supreme Conert to
consider whether the fonr-month-nld L
isunconstitutional (see Noture 434, 128
2065), The law legalized research using
T ernbiyonec stencdls and
established a svstem for the approval

of genetically modified crops.

On 21 June, Fonteles challenged a section
of the law that assigns the decision about
whether a genetically modified organism is
environmentally safe toa special committes
aittached bo the schence minlstry, and not to
federal and local governments.

Fonteles also argued that the section of
the luww that legalizes stem-cell research
isunconstitutional, ns the comstifatinn
protects the right to life. He nstersd
the suppert of more than halfa dozen
scientists

Fonteles js expocted to leave office this
wieck, But his successor, Antdnbo Ferrando
Songea, will almost certainly suppost the
legal challenges.

In the frant line: Tamifl wosld be the dneg of
chiosce in the event of an avian Flu pandemac,

Fludrug's inventor acts to
regain control from Roche

Companies are sparring over rights to the
drug that ks seen as the best hope for treating
Tiurman cases inan avian flu pasdemic.
Oseltamibvir, branded as Tamiflo, is
currently marketed by Swiss firm Roche.
Eouut baast wees thie drug’s invventor, Galead
Sciences, hased in Foster City, California,
wﬂllmMMmﬂnTW»wllhﬂ
gave Rioche exclusive marketing rights, It
aconsed Roche of failing to pronte the drsg.
suffichently and of wnderpaying rovalties,
If the compranides fadl toagres asetthement
within 90 dhays, the dispute will go to
arhitration, which conld take 18 months.

Fublic-health experts say they do not
expect the dispute in dismpt grreernments”
short-term plans to stockpile the drog,

Germany ends impasse
over university funding

Ending an 18- month political desdinck:,
the German grvernment bast week: finally
approved a C1 9-hillion [US$2.5-hillion)
progranume for strengthening university
resarch. Undera deal agreed with
Gerrinany’s 16 stabe govern e, th
country’s main research agencies, includi
Tluhvlaxﬂmkhiﬂj;.mﬂm!lumie:g
anmmal budget increases of ¥euntil 2004,
Plans tocreate a mumber of dite
universities had heen first announeced in
Jannary 2004 Bat the plan was threatened
T disagreement between some states and
the federal government enver whio was
respansible for soience and ediscation
[see Nature 433, 448 2005),
Under the revised programime, which
run froum 2006 b 2000 1, comipetition for
creating ten fite universities will he
snpiported witl £13.5 bl o per year,
But the bualk of the £1.9 billlon |5 carmarked
foar thee creation of 3 ‘dusters” involving
several universities. A total of €40 million

AT,

A

peryearwill e spent on posd grachmte
[Programmes.

Speaking at the Max Flanck Societys
annal assenbly in Rostock Last week,
Geraan Clancellor Gerhard Schriider
prommised to make sclence a high priority it
he wins the election in the autumn. He sid
he would make an extra £15 hillion available
fowr science and education by 2010,

Japan targets more whales
despite losing key votes

Conservationists won i bollow victory
last weel in Ulsan, South Korea, af the
International Whaling Commission's
anmzal meeting.

Japan failed in its had to overtuma
anratorium on commercial whal ing, and
was outvobed on several other indtiakives,
such as starting limited coastal whali
along [apanese shoresand ﬂ]!lll!‘ﬂnsrﬁ'l
Antarctic whale sanch Ttalsn lost a vite
ma:'undmmh'mugmgnm
by dinsbling its takeof minke whales and
starting to take fin and bumphack whales.

Bust the last vorbe b little oo than
poditical significance, as fapanese dedegates
tobd Nature that they will go ahead with
their plan b increase the whabe take anyvery:
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Huhhlecq:mmsumat'sduitrmburst

Camet Tempel 1 nits outa je of dust inthis
image snapped by the Hubble Space
Tolusenpe an 14 Juw

The comaet’s ™kilamsetre-wice nucleus
apmears 4% 4 bright spot at the centre of the
pieture. DUSE sprays aut or 2,200 kilamet res
abyiwe It In 2 et that was not visbis st
seven hours earfer.

Asiranomiers are boping for a cimilr
autburst. wihich could unleash primordial
matesial trapped inside the comel, after
MAS A D | mipact Spacecral dulberately
slams inko Tempel 1on 4 luly.

Biologists weigh up risks
of synthetic genomes

Leading i inthe emerging Held of
alnl])d%cé:’l:::uiumhnr&i“ wstdy
tovimvestigate the risks and henefits of the
technnlagy. They hape to provide guidance
o goverrirment officials wln may in futue
step in to regulate the field.

Using state-of- the-art IR synithesizers,
schemthsts can motw naanifacture stretches of
DNA uptoa few tensof kilobases long, The
technnlogy can be nsed to alter arganisms

more profoundly than conventional genetic
engineering, and miight one day be nsed to
create a compdetely synthetic organksn.
Thi: Masssclnsetts Tnstituge of Techmology
{MIThand the |. Craig Venter Instifule in
Rockville, Maryland, are tevming up withs
the Center for Strategic and International
Stuedies in Washington [C to lamch a series
of workshops to consider the implications of
the technology — including the risk of it
g nsed tor cresite hiodogical weapons,
“Thedevelopiment of synthetic genomics
is podentially a donshle-edged sword)” says
Tivew Eney, a synthetic hinlogist at MIT.
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